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Love One Another As I Have Loved You
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“As Father loves me, so | also love you. Remain in
my love. If you keep my commandments, you will re-
main in my love, just as | have kept my father’s com-
mandments and remain in his love. This is my com-
mandment: love one another as | love you. No one has
greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s
friends.” (John 15: 9-13)

This reading means a lot to Christians as Jesus
always emphasizes two great commandments to Love
God and to love our neighbor as ourselves. Christ’s
greatest commandment, according to the Gospel of
John, is that we love one another as Christ has loved
us. When we think about the implications of such a
love, we may quietly admit to ourselves, “l could never
love others to the full extent that Jesus loves me.” Can
anyone actually fulfil this commandment? In the pas-
sage that precedes Jesus’ command to “Love each oth-
er, as | have loved you” Jesus speaks about the founda-
tion of that love. In John 15:1ff Jesus says, “I am the
true vine; you are the branches... Abide in me... and
bear much fruit...”

There’s something fundamentally important
about the concept of a vine or a vineyard in Israelite
thought. The vine has become a symbol of Israel as the
people of God. Israel is pictured in the Old Testament
writings as the vineyard or the vine of God. The proph-
ets saw a vine that was in desperate need of pruning.
And they were right. Again and again the people of Is-
rael strayed from their intended purpose as God’s Cho-
sen People. Jesus, however, has a legitimate claim to
the title of “true vine”, because his fruits were rooted
in the power of God. Israel had lost it’s rootedness in
God their Saviour.

But Jesus was firmly rooted in the love of God.
Jesus was firmly established in an intimate living fel-
lowship with God and faith in God. His actions and
teachings had their life-source in God’s love. The secret
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of the life of Jesus was his connectedness with God. He
withdrew regularly into a solitary place to meet and
have fellowship with God. Jesus was always abiding in
God.

Recently as Hong Kong is facing a difficult crisis,

many families are having a hard time. Even Christian
community are affected because of different points of
view. We tend to forget what Jesus taught us about the

greatest commandments. We hate each other because
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of political standpoint. We insult each other because
of whom we are supporting. Despite all the hatred, in-
sults that we have experienced, as Christians let us put
aside all these things and remind ourselves of what our
great master taught us. To Love is to accept, to em-
brace and to forgive. This can be done if we are rooted
and experience Jesus’s love. Love contains four alpha-
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bets: L which stands for Listening. O stands for obedi-
ence. V for Voice out and E for Effort. At the same time
we can put in the Hong Kong context: Love stands for
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October 2019
Evangelization: That the breath of the Holy Spirit en-
gender a new missionary “spring” in the church
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November 2019

Universal : That a spirit of dialogue, encounter, and
reconciliation emerge in the Near East, where diverse
religious communities share their lives together.
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