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About Swines

On behalf of the Pastoral Team and staff of the St.
Jerome’s Church, may I take this occasion of Lunar
New Year to wish you all a healthy, prosperous and
abundantly blessed new year ahead. God arranges
things around us. They must be beneficial. This is
the Year of the Swine. Let us see how swines show
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God’s love for us. The Chinese character for
“family” is “a pig under a roof”. How meaningful it
is that a group of people living around a pig under
the same roof form a family. Pigs are fertile and
provide for a family financially as well as nutritive-
ly. Their contributions should never be discredited.

Unfortunately, men lack gratitude. Not only are
men not grateful for pigs’ contributions, but they
also project many evil inclinations onto pigs: sloth,
filth, gluttony and lust etc. Zhu Bajie in the Journey
to the West is such a typical characterization. Un-
fortunately, even the Old Testament does not spare
the pigs. Leviticus defines the Code of Cleanliness,
“Any animal that has hoofs you may eat, provided it
is cloven-footed and chews the cud.” (Leviticus
11:3) Pigs have hoofs and is cloven-footed. Howev-
er, they do not chew the cud and are therefore de-
clared unclean. Men should not eat their meat.
(11:7-8) Perhaps pigs look stupid. Even Jesus
warns us in Matthew not to cast our pearls before
swine, (Matthew 7:6) suggesting that we should
not teach the stupid the truth. (Proverbs 23:9) Last-
ly, the most spectacular miracle Jesus did was to
drive demons into a herd of 2,000 pigs which
jumped off the cliff to drown in the sea! (Mark
5:13)

However, we are grateful Catholics. Looking from
another perspective, we can affirm once more pigs’
contribution to men! For the sake of one person,
Jesus Christ is willing to sacrifice 2,000 pigs, which
cost about an auction price of $5,200,000 or retail
price of $19,000,000! Of course, this is not the
price of a person. It only reflects how much God
wants to save mankind regardless of the cost! How
can we not be grateful to God and pigs which pay
our price?



e
) +
i
Gl
Hlf
|
=S
‘U:-Il‘jk

Continue

NI LR = N RSy
H&é %ﬁmﬁ’@m,AWﬁ&?*ﬁ
B R RS R N

» oz ,$J§KEF’?LE
E]F\?-m°7fi§-§ﬁ_#é;4 EE
IoAwe | imBER

g‘%l;’:’ A ;X\FI‘ ’

ﬁ%’wt ’ﬁu’%ﬁﬁ%?iﬁﬁﬁth%%%’
RS iﬁﬁéamgﬁ’zam;ﬁ
ﬁ‘}‘a’ﬁmﬁﬂ% (4] 1:31> % 10:15) ? = # A&-¢ 0
7 i gl R ﬁﬁ&%%%ﬂ??ﬁwa’pAA

B E  REFLEAHT B Fpenda o BT

B R (bldcird B4t 2 &
Bt i{%;%mqwﬁéﬁ) Sl I R U
%’ﬁﬁiﬁé%ﬁ(@% %*ﬁmiﬁ’f
oo i o hmA R -
hx@%ﬁﬁﬁ%&ﬁ;b’%uﬁﬂéﬂ%
2%, 0 -

N
2_11A B W

R

XAz A w R > T AL
PARERFE X5 TERDRA - B L S
% (BW2:19) « XAFFAREATAJ A2
F o RRAPIE LA T G TSR
S | FRAEEFER Bt 2 ROk
FRe T30 Ak o 175 AR R
a,ﬂwafﬂ;%—ﬁ’?ﬁkﬁi %ﬂ‘ﬁ*

B
iﬁ# g0 & - 'f&mﬁ"?{— o T g b 'PEF’DJ P
TRAER Fehfdes | - ¥ L7 & Lot a
4 .'g,\;k— B B RHRATEREE - B
m 2 A H BB REIOFRE A P > U en
P kEL G p e feR B R A R (F
12:24 0 21:19) o F)pt » gL 222 5% > @ 2 B AP
T#J—i(rl",ﬁ;m:& Ao RE XA A E - WX A RHE
AR E e E el (BIER FH) ?

Fox o ENE RBATET L) IR PR B B
mﬁég@ﬁm_mﬁﬁﬂé v d T AR A

B ARSI RE o Ft o R TEAR N3
R 2R AR RS T

ZGE o FEanE 2o

B Wrendeh o Feh- v - RO(wAEFE) o K

As for the stupidity of swine, I do not intend to defend
them. But if we despise pigs for their stupidity, don’t
forget, there are countless stupid people on earth. We
are only pots calling kettles black. Previously, scientists
extracted insulin from pigs to control diabetes. Nowa-
days, scientists discover that pigs share about 84%
DNA with human. It is hoped that we are able to dis-
cover ways to cure more human diseases from pigs.
Men! Would you still despise pigs for their sloth, filth,
gluttony and lust?

It is a bit strange to declare pigs unclean when “God
looked at everything he had made and found it very
good.” (Genesis 1:31, Acts 10:15) Why then did men
set up a system to declare pigs unclean to eat? Scholars
believe that ancient wisdom mandated that things for-
bidden for men should be labelled sacred (e.g. the Tree
of Knowledge of Good and Evil, the Tree of Life, the
Burning Bush etc.), or things threathening the commu-
nity’s safety should be labelled unclean (e.g. animals
with parasites, corpses, blood and aliens etc.) With our
level of knowledge today, pigs are neither forbidden nor
threantening to our society. There is nothing unclean of

pigs.

God calls us all to respond to His love. He further calls
Christians, who have answered Him, to be “a holy na-
tion, a people of his own.” (1 Peter 2:9) God wants us
to partake in His supernatural life, to become holy such
that no pigs shall defile us! Pigs are no longer unclean.
They are fertile. Their sacrificial contribution becomes
an exemplar for Catholics. At least, we should contrib-
ute to our families. In his Apostolic Exhortation Amoris
Laetitia, Pope Francis points out that no family is per-
fect. Every family is a field hospital to nurse wounded
members. Love is patient and sacrificial, like pigs. In-
deed, when Jesus Christ chose to sacrifice a herd of
swine, and not other animals, to save the possessed
man, the demise of pigs gloried God, like he himself as
well as the Apostles (John 12:24, 21:19). Thus, pigs are
not unclean and they show us how to glorify God. Isn’t
the glorification of God something we Catholics should
seek?

In his latest Apostolic Exhortation Gaudete et Exsultate,
Pope Francis discusses Christian sanctification in the
modern world. He points out that the Beatitudes is the
ID card of Christians. Thus, leading our life according
to the teachings of the Beatitudes is the sure path to
sanctification. Pigs are meek. They always hunger and
thirst. They are determined (pure of heart) and lastly,
they suffer “persecution” for us and completely sacri-
fice themselves. All these beatific attitudes are dis-
played before our eyes! Truly, at least in the Year of the
Swine, I encourage you to follow the beatific attitudes
of pigs. But having attitudes alone is not enough. We
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The Pope’s Monthly Intentions

February 2019

Human Trafficking

For a generous welcome of the victims of human traffick-
ing, of enforced prostitution, and of violence.

March 2019

Recognition of the Right of Christian Communities
That Christian communities, especially those who are per-
secuted, feel that they are close to Christ and have their
rights respected.
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