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Fr. Pawl TAM,
our new priest

Migrant’ Desk Corner
Take Your Rights seriously

Birthday Party

Month’s Scriptures

Fucharistic Ministers

Upcoming activities

Whoever does what is righ
is righteous,

just as Christ is righteous.
1John 3, 7

—
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DECEMDBER SCHEDULE
Date Time Activity Place
9:30 am Finance Committee Rm. 406
9:30 am Editorial Group Rm. 404
2:30 pm Liturgy commission Rm. 405
PLEDGE SUNDAY
9:30 am MIGRANT TALK Hall
2:00 pm Treasurers' Meeting Rm. 405
9:30 am Vocation Group Rm. 405
9:30 am Migrant Desk Rm. 406
9:30 am Lectors 4th FL.
9:30 am Altar Servers Rm. 404
2:00 pm Coordinating Committee Rm. 405
CHRISTMAS DECORATION
Dec. 24 Midnight Christmas Eve Mass
Dec. 25 11:00 am CHRISMAS DAY MASS
12:30 pm Christmas party Hall
Dec. 28 Holy Family
9:30 am Choir Group Rm. 411
9:30 am Ushers Rm. 406
9:30 am Martha's Group Rm. 405
Dec. 31 11:00 pm New Year Eve Mass

Mass 8:00 am - Bible sharing 3:30 -

Each Sunday

Adoration J3:00pm
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FOR OUR REFLEXION

>

COME JESUS CHRIST

O Wisdom,

Holy Word of God

You rule all creation with power and true
concern.

- Come teach us the way of salvation.

O Sacred Lord

and leader of ancient Israel

You communicated with Moses at the
burning bush

and gave him the law on Mount Sinai

- Come to set us free by Your mighty arr

O Root of Jesse

raised up as a sign of all peoples

in Your presence kings become mute
and the nations worship before You

- Come to deliver us and do not delay.

O Key of David

and Royal Power of Israel,

You open what no man can shut,

and You shut what no man can open.

- Come and deliver Your people
imprisoned by darkness and the shadow
death.

to God their Father...

THE SEASON OF ADVENT

Advent, (arrival) is really the first and last word in tigear’s liturgy, as well as on
of the most essential “theme” of the liturgy itseWWhen we gather together for w
ship we celebrate the one who comes daily...The Cgnainthe Lord. This is th
foundation of salvation and the liturgy. Becausal GBas come, this great saving
ality in which we live, exists in the Church; andchuse God is ever renewing
coming in ritual, there exists the saving liturgytiee Church from which her life
and our life is nourished and grows....

Arrival, whether it is the coming of a friend or an enemyglways full of expectancy
It challenges us to face the unknown, the comimggblg us out of ourselves to
higher level of being, nearer to the fulfilmentair human essence...when God ¢
pears. This event molds our future life, wheraree experienced God’s presence.
places demands on us not for a short period of timeforever, not in a narrow part c
our lives, but in our whole being! This is whatkaaadvent both terrifying and a
source of infinite happiness. God’s coming is wliatmost fear and most seek. It
the death of our self and the entrance to newrliféod.

This is what took place when God first came, inftash of Christ, to those living a
that time. And, itis what takes place today ashare in the sacramental memorial
this coming in the liturgy. To reject this lovesgens not only our personal fulfillmen
but also the fulfillment of creation: frustratingetreturn and full union of all creature

Theseason of advent is a new coming, a new call from the One who isaglsvpre-
sent. For the one called, the Church and everydraebelongs to her body, itis a ne
answer, a new commitment to respond and act. Letysty ourselves of self an
worldly distractions to receive the power and |@&@d brings.

“Christ is close: Come let us adore him!”

D = = o O

(Paraphrased Magnificat Magazine)
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NEW EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS

Five members of our English Community were comroissd as
New Eucharistic Ministers during the 8:00 am Massw Parish
on Nov. 9, 2008.

4 We had the great joy of witnessing the commissigrmhour New

Eucharistic Ministers after months of training asehminars with
Fr. SylvereMbuela. Arline Paras, Mila De Gusman, JulianaSu-

dania, RosekySemolava, Minda Riola and LeahPaguntan were
commissioned and introduced to the Parish andyire& blessed
them during the ceremony. They were called to stred3ody and
Blood of Jesus Christ with our parishioners at Masier the

' commissioning they assisted the priest in giving Holy Com-

munion.

We would like to welcome our new Eucharistic Mieist and keep
them in our prayers that the Holy Spirit will guitteem to be good
servants of our Lord.

+ MIGRANT TALK

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

The Church has invited people from TA#i-

ance of Progressive Labdior a talk onDecember 14, after The Christmas party will be held on the25" of December
mass. They will explain the effects of Global Fio@rCrisis to(Thy.) in the 4/F Church Hall. There will be a prag with
the Migrant Workers. The talk will be a kind of aemess tQjancing, singing and games. There will also behamging of

keep up with the laws and regulations for Oversbaskers. gifts as a symbol of true spirit of Christmas tacteather
Come and know your rights and how to stand upHent

+ CHRISTMAS PARTY

We’'re inviting everyone to join us in celebratirtgst yuletide
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MIGRANT DESK CORNER
Take Your Rights seriously

Do the police or immigration officials
always need a search warrant?

No. According to the law, police or immigration ioféls do matter what you do. But if that should happen yoousd ask
have the power to enter and search houses wherénélve athem why they want to come in. But if the policeroit say that
good reason to suspect that an immigration offémse. Genthey want to enter because they believe that som@gration
erally, this “ good reason “ will be in the form atip-off to theoffences have been committed and they don’'t hawaraant
authorities from a member of the public. Howeueas tloes nothen you do not have to let them in. If you invitem in, they
mean that law enforcement officers may make randounse towill say that they had permission to enter yourdeou he point
house searches based on that suspicion and theyhanes ais that in these situations you can't keep the @utiks out of
genuine reason to believe that an offence has cm®mitted. your home as though it were a fortress.

If the immigration officers can enter and search What if the police or immigration officers behave
houses based on their suspicion won'’t this lead to a badly after they enter my house?
similar abuse of the Immigration Department’s No police or immigration officer is allowed to ugenecessary
power? force on people that they are dealing with. Thaamseif you
There are many people who feel this way, and thatg it's a don't resist them, they shouldn’t grab, hit or rast you and
good idea for everyone to carefully observe whay tre doingthey are not permitted to use abusive languagieif do, you
in the community and report any abuses that wewarteo onwill help others, if you make a formal complain abtheir be-
the part of the authorities. havior. Tell them to leave. Unless the police omigration
officer have brought a search warrant, they meavé your
So are you saying then that | should let them in im- home with reasonable speed if you tell them tdfgbey do not
mediately? leave, or satisfy you that they do not need a warthen they a
No. If they are going to tell on their special posvto enter youbreaking the law and you should complain abouttihat
house because of a “ good reason to believe ‘ittraigration
offences have been committed there, then theyemilér no Take Your Rights seriougly ( Jim Rice)

...............................................................................................................
e -

Fr. Paul TAM, our new Priest

- The ordination of Fr. Paul Tam, our new Priest t@bkce on

- Nov. 15, 2008 at the Cathedral of the ImmaculatarHef
Mary. It was a time of great joy and celebrationtba part of
I Fr. Paul, with his family and friends, especiallya us in the
¢ parish and those who have supported and encouhagealong
the journey of his vocation. The celebration camdh with a
reception following the Mass of Ordination. Theldaling day,
Fr. Paul celebrated his first Mass in St. Jeromengithanks to
God and those who helped him along the way.

Our Parish especially our community, experiencedyngaaces
and blessings with our new Priest. Fr. Paul's fMstss was a
very joyous but solemn celebration. The Mass was- C
celebrated byrr. Martin Yip Po Lam, DeaconKarl Tsang,
andFr. Sylvere Mbuela. To Fr. Paul, our sincerest congratul
tions for we are so blessed for having you in canidh.

= God Bless You Always.

- N
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MONTH’S SCRIPTURLES
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December 7: Sunday of Advent (B) December 21: 4™ Sunday of Advent (B)
Theme: Prepare the way of the Lord Theme: Saying Yes to God
Readings# Is 40:1-5,9-11 Readings® 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16
¢2Pt3:8-14 ¢ Mk 1:1-8 ¢ Rom 16:25-2¢ Lk 1:26-28

=t Advent is a time to prepare the way fddn the Sunday before Christmas, our thoughts torthat
3 ‘\/-" the coming of Christ, especially to takeung woman, Mary who became the Mother of JeS\Mken
. =" the time to prepare ourselves. As digBied sent his angel to Mary, she experienced maifigreint
* ples of Jesus, who accepted him as eéh®tions: surprise, wondering, fear, and then sit &Yes!”
Way, and desiring to love God and oth#fary’s “yes” gives us the courage to accept thdialik
e as we have been loved, we must first acknowledgesiotul- things God may be asking of us, the challengesstituggles,
®ness and undergo conversion, “a profound changeuofthe disappointments. It is not easy to let go wfplans and
.Whole person by which we begin to consider, judgd ar- desires. But when we do, and we allow God to worknd e
® range our lives according to the holiness and Lolv&od.” through us, then we become a blessing for all thosend us. :
:God keeps crying out in the wilderness of our livagaightenFor all that has been, let us give thanks. Fothall is, and ise

e the pathways, remove the obstacles, wait in peadewal- to come, like Mary, we say, “Yes!” o
® come Jesus, our Saviour .
° December 28: Feast of the Holy Family (B) o
‘ December 14: 3™ Sunday of Advent (B) Theme: Prepare the way of the Lord :
o < Theme: The Precursor Readings# Sir 3:2-7,12-14 or Gn 15:1-6;21:1-3 o
® Readings® Is 61:1-2a, 10-11 ¢ Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17 or Heb 11:8, 11-12, 17-1® Lk :
° ¢1Thes5:16-2¢ Jn 1:6-8, 19-28 2:22-40 or Lk 2:22, 39-30 o

[ J
e The Church, a community of loving believers in th&en During the Christmas season, we reflect on theynﬁaoets'

° , Lord, is called to be a sign of the kingdom in audst, as weof the mystery of the incarnation. As we read thideBstories, o o
. serve those in need, and advance the reign of @mh@ thewe begin to get an idea of the life and interaciohthe holy e
:peoples of the World. Like John the Baptist, God b&en usfamily in which Jesus lived. The Church began ebabrate:
o the task of announcing the Good News that the refigdod isthis feast to encourage and support families ag thed to e
® already at work in our midst. It is seen when wea to pro- live their faith in society. Today especially maiaynilies are
:mote Justice in the world, and cooperate with pegplgoodfacing disruption and conflicts, and look to themily as
e will who esteem human values, and seek to righthgsopro-model and inspiration.

® , mote freedom and the development of all people.

Birthday Party

" Fr. SylvereMbuela our assistant Parish Priest together Wt - o
ita Ducha andHelen Salvador celebrated their birthday with th
English Community last Nov."® We prepared a surprised pa;
and everybody enjoyed a good meal. Brchelle Reynolds, Fr.e
Francis, Fr.Paul Tam and BrotheDominique joined the celebra:-
tion. We also make a farewell Party for our fridvidrivic Valdez. o

[
Fr. Sylvere, the English community wants to thaok yor all you:
have done for us. How grateful we are for having ge a FatheP
a Brother and a Friend. May the Holy Spirit alwgystect you |n,
your daily life. °
Our sincere thanks to the Community for their gesity and co-:
operation, especially for our coordinator MMinda Riola ande
¥ her assistant MissAmy Pabellano. Happy birthday Frsylvere °
1 Norita Ducha andHelen Salvador. Goodbye Marivic.
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