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The Coronas of Lunar New Year & Lent

Chinese New Year is a time to celebrate the beginning of spring and a time to celebrate the new
life that is about to spring forth.

The myth surrounding Lunar Year tells of the existence of a monster known as Nian (< , or

Nianshou # BX). This beast slept throughout the year, waking up for a short period to find and consume

food. Though fearful of the beast, people found that it was afraid of bright lights, loud noises and the
colour red. Therefore on the eve of the day the beast would wake up, families would gather in groups
for protection. All the lights in the house were switched on and firecrackers were lighted to frighten off
the beast. The people also wore red and hung red lanterns over their doorposts. As added protection for
their children, red packets were given out.

We have reasons to be joyful because we are blessed of God by his saving mercies and pardoning
grace. We have Christ as Lord and Saviour of our lives — who died for us, redeemed us and brought us
everlasting life. For Christians, only Christ is the basis of our hopes in the New Year. When we wish
somebody a ‘blessed or peaceful Chinese New Year’, we need to pray for them and seek God’s help to
live in a manner worthy of our calling as Christians.

Today the monster is Corona. It has created a time of un-
certainty, fear, isolation, illness and death. But our faith teaches
us that there is light in the darkness. We may feel cut off from
friends and loved ones, lonely, and isolated. Many of us are
struggling with financial insecurity, and to top it all off, the
space where many of us found security and consolation (the
church, the sacraments, the Eucharist) feels very distant. Many
of us don't know what to do and feel powerless. Wherever you
are is the spot where God wants to meet you. One thing can be
sure - this Lent (2021) is going to be a Lent like no other if we
understand there is a deep meaning in it all. Christ doesn’t leave
us in misery. He joins us.

Despite the challenge of not knowing what’s ahead, it’s a
good time to be a believer because we understand: the misery,
sickness and suffering have a meaning in life. The crisis pro-
vides us with a forced retreat that aligns with what the Church
asks of us anyway: to enter into Jesus’ suffering, death and res-
urrection.

“COVID-19 is not God's judgment, but a call to live differently” Pope says. A time to choose
what matters and what passes away, a time to separate what is necessary from what is not. It is a time to
get our lives back on track with regard to you, Lord, and to others. Social media enables us to com-
municate without spreading the virus. Families can deepen their spiritual connection by praying the ro-
sary, way of the cross or reading the Bible together, even if we are not in the same location. Families
should have a prayer together every day — a petition to guard the family and to intercede for the health
of the world.
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LENT helps us see how the multiple waves of the Corona virus could bring glittering coronas
round the globe, giving the human life on it the real beauty and glory.

The Corona of Love: Fratelli Tutti, the recent encyclical of Pope Francis, addresses the contem-
porary context and attempts to diagnose the virus of cultural colonialism, and a challenge to remodel
our way of life, thinking, acting, reacting for a better future.

In Lent, God connects with humanity through His suffering, showing us what it is to share con-
nectedness. Love is the only solution that bonds human relations. Compassion is the only medicine that
heals them. His death comes to wrap the wounded world in Love and Compassion. A love that is as di-
vine as to say “if you do not know love, you do not know God.” God loves humanity first, before it
could even think of loving back. Filled by such an immense love, COVID-19 is the time to flow with

love and compassion.

The Corona of Lowliness: Love cannot breathe when attached by the virus of ego and selfish-
ness. The world hasn’t looked lowlier now when on its humble knees without vaccine or medicine
against COVID-19 than ever before. The pride of the advancements of science and technology has only
proved symbols of lesser beauty. In humility, the acknowledgement of human vulnerability and de-
pendence on the beyond has finally brought dignity to proud humanity. Jesus willingly took up the sin
of humanity and dies a humiliating death of a criminal. Jesus walked the talk of beatitudes, culminating
in a self-emptying Cross. How royal humanity looks in this Lent crown of lowliness !

The Corona of Likeness: COVID-19 treated all alike. God treats humanity alike as the sons and
daughters of one family. All through His life Jesus radiated his Sonship, the likeness of the Father. Je-
sus turned the universe into one family by centring it in the Father. The essence of life is in revealing
the likeness of the Father as Jesus did. How divine is the crown of likeness that is bestowed upon us in
His passion !

The Corona virus may linger, but human life can shine in
Glory, if it chooses to be wrapped with the Coronas of Lent just as
Jesus in His suffering did.

May our gracious Lord grant us true joy, peace, grace and hope in
this Chinese New Year season, as we destroy the Corona monster by
fasting and prayer during this Lent and witness for Christ to our rel-
atives and friends with the gospel of salvation.
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